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Where’s the data?

What IS affected: Current Employment Statistics Program (CES) and Local Area Unemployment 

Statistics (LAUS). These are the monthly job numbers and unemployment rate. Other federal data 

sources.

What IS NOT affected: The Oregon Employment Department continues to work and be available to 

help folks across the state access and understand the information that is available. 

Source: https://www.bls.gov/bls/2025_october_shutdown.htm



Statewide
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Oregon’s unemployment rate was 5.0% in August.
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Oregon's Unemployment Rate Was 5.0% in August 2025
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One out of four unemployed Oregonians have been out of work for at least six months.
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There are 32,500 Long-Term Unemployed Oregonians
(27% of All Unemployed)

Unemployed 6 months or less

Unemployed longer than 6 months

Source: Oregon Employment Department, Local Area Unemployment Statistics



Why are Oregonians unemployed?
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Oregon Unemployment by Reason [Trend]

Entrants

Job Losers

Job Leavers

Source: Oregon Employment Department, Current Population Survey

New or returning to 

the workforce

42,300 (39%)

Lost job 

57,800 (54%)

Left job voluntarily

7,400 (7%)
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Oregon’s job gains have been concentrated in health care and social assistance.
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Source: Oregon Employment Department

2024 All-Industry 

Average = $71,300
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In August and over the past year, some sectors added jobs while others lost jobs.
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Regional
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Southwestern Oregon And Rogue Valley had the highest unemployment rate in August.
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Unemployment low historically, but increasing
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Source: Oregon Employment Department
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More continuing UI claims in Columbia than other counties in nw

Source: Oregon Employment Department
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Healthcare and government still lead job growth in nw



L&H, manufacturing continue to lead job losses over the year
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Columbia County
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trade, health care, manufacturing top industries of employment 

Source: Oregon Employment Department 16



Total nonfarm employment up by 340 (+2.9%), sans education up by 1.2%

Source: Oregon Employment Department 17
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Multnomah/Washington largest labor importers, t.T.U. workers commute less
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau OnTheMap, Oregon Employment Department



Population grew by 0.7% countywide

Source: Portland State University Population Research Center 19
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Local gov, manufacturing, Healthcare led wages

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis, Dean Runyon

Columbia County GDP (2023) in 

Millions
$2,012 (+5.2%)

Personal Current Transfer Receipts $820

Dividends, Interest, and Rent $455

Local Government Wages $174

Manufacturing Wages $143

Healthcare Wages $101

Proprietors’ Income $136

Total Direct Travel Spending (2024) $46.8 (-1.3%)

Per Capita Personal Income $59,020 (+5.9%)
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Have you been asked to participate in a Bureau of Labor Statistics 
(BLS) Survey? Please do!
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Shaun Barrick, Regional Economist for Northwest Oregon
Shaun.barrick@employ.Oregon.gov
Sign up for the latest workforce and economic research 
www.qualityinfo.org/subscribe  
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Thank You!
Please scan the QR code for a short survey.

http://www.qualityinfo.org/subscribe
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